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BELMONT—A new study. re-; _‘

leased by the N.C. Turnpike Au-

thority shows that trafﬁc will

increase on. 1-85'by the year 2030 -
even with the Garden Patkway, but
turnpike officials say the Parkway -

1sn’t meant to ehmmate the mter-
state s traffic.; *

“Its pmpose is not to- allev1ate

- congestion on I-85,” said Engineer
- Jennifer Harris of the Turnpike Au-

thority. “The purpose is to help es-
tablish connectivity and mobility,
between Gaston'and Mecklenburg ™

e

courities.”
Harris cited the project’s theme -
“as stated on: page 1-3 of the Turn~
‘ pike’s: Envnonmental Impact

Study released in May, at www. ne-

turnpike.org. :
" “The purpose of the proposed

action is to improve east-west -

transportation mobility in the area

around the City of Gastonia, be-'
tween Gastonia and the Charlotte -

' metropohtan area, and parhcularly
“to establish direct access between

 the rapidly growing area of south-
east Gaston County and western
Mecklenbmg County” the docu-
v ment reads. :

In early. June the Turnplke
posted atraffic study on their web- -

site showing:that in, the year 2030

,withthe: Parkway completed to the

first leg’ of 1.8, 321, there would

“ be some*137,600 cars ut1hz1ng I-

85: ..

ant1c1pated on-1-85 at 134,600,

This ‘caused some. confusmn' )
among local residents who were -
‘expecting traffic to decrease—not
increase—if the toll road is bu11t .

theysaid. ~~
- Dale Bingham, of. Belmont,

said it'was his thinking all along

Road

During the same.year W1thout '
the Garden Parkway, fewer ¢ cats are.

that the Parkway is meant to erase ‘
congestion on the clogged-up 185,
" “T think'a lot of people think the

- reason they’re, going to tear up all .

thesé people’s homes is that the toll -

toad'is going to stabilize the inter-
.state (I-85),”.said Bingham. “But
now it looks like it really is a toll’
“road to nowhere except back to I+ -

85 where it’s . gomg to worsen its
traffic” - :
But tumplke officials note the

“toll road is meant-to connect Gas-

ton and Mecklenburg counties and

I-85’s conges‘uon isn’t 1ea11y part
‘of the roadmap. .

See ROAD on page 2

there’s'a long range transportatlon plan for
the whole Gaston County area,’
Harris notes the Garden Parkway’s EIS

: Contmued from Page 1

“It’s a fact that I-85 has problems and
W1th this project 'we have never maintained
this is the silver bullet. This is one project, a
large project, that is going to contribute sub-
stantially to maintaining the transportation

oblhty in this region but in no way does
one project.fix all the transporta’uon needs in
an: area,” sald Hams addmg that’s why

clearly 'defines what the toll road will ac-
comphsh and suggests-everyone earefully
¢xamine the document,

“I would encourage people to look at
what we re saymg the transportation need is
and what we’re saying the purpose of this
project i$ so that people clearly understand

‘what we are and ‘what we aren’t saymg What

-this pro;eot 1s gomg to do in the area
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