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BELMONT-—People
whose homes ‘are directly
affected and those.whose
houses will become virtu-
ally worthless bordering the
proposed Garden Parkway
turned out at the first com-

- munity meeting set to har-

ness " their
opposition.

Dave Murray
lives on South
Forest Lane and’

" could be one of

328 homeown-
-ers who will lose
their house' to
“make way: for
North:Carolina’s
first toll road.

Followmg 1he
Thursday
evening meeting
at Belmont Mid~

* dle School, Muz-
ray _ paid .- five
dollars to byy a

: yellow : yard
sign. It. reads
‘Stop the Toll
Road to No
"Where’ in bold
black lettering.

. The develop-
ment he lives in with about
60 other. residences stands
tobeimpacted. .

-~ Mirray said, along with
his wife, they re.going to
post the sign and work on

.getting people. to: endorse ‘a -
'pet1t10n letting his' Jocal,

_stite and federal lawmakers
;'lm'o v
- agamst the parkway*

| plan on pumng this. ui)_ v
in‘the,entrance to myneigh:
‘borhood,”. -said. Murray,

Who S, hved n hlS house 14
yea;rs

7 he . is: vehemeéntly

' “It makes sense to stop'

o

K

f

“this thing because it goes

nowhere. Realistically those
who’ve made the decisions
have not come down here
and taken a look at the traf-
fic and I think it’s just a
waste of money and a
wasted effo

Bill Toole, a Charlotte
environmental lawyer who
lives in Belmont and whose

 house will also be affected,
presented the organizational
meeting, explaiting the

parkway and recruiting citi-

. zen involvement.

This month the N.C.

sTurnpike Authority released
-3 draft Envuonmental Im-
pact Study. that .chose " the

] ,orthern route for the wind-

“ing, four-to-six’ lane’ park-
‘way that will’ destroy local

houses busmesses and.is

“&ven set to clip new Bel- -
: mont Optn:mst ﬁelds
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L The northern route Yas
* winnowed down fromy nearly'
’sslblhtres but won’t

figs schediiléd in June
¢ - Charla Clark stayéd. for. -
" the éntire meetmg even
_‘though her.property is not di-
rectly affected, but- sa1d her -
best fnend’s will be. She

ing, One lady woridered how -
to bring the issue before Bel- .
mont City Council,

~‘Barlier- the - municipal
hoard endorsed 2, ;path\
known as the eanal i ddl

ore-fourth mile from oné of

|

b |

said Clark,* who'hves about /
'the proposed Garden exits. " |

1tself “sirioé that comse W
dee‘ ed mehgrble
& 2How do T let

support this? What ¢
“do?” she quened

“Turnpike Avthority: that wé:

told you thé northern route
wasn’t good for Belmont and

we don’t wait any ; route if-
“that’s the only one’you’re of-
‘ fermg, said Toole. - .

"The TA will not build.a -
r0ad unles§ there i is heed and jh
local suppoit’ for 1t added W

Toole
" “Folks must demonstrate

. that the toll road.is t66 con-"  prosta
“rovet " he said, notmg“;'" : ;" ood
then the'TA could decide 1idt * - of fui

to build the toll road, or

change the route: to reduce'

opposition.
The parkway was origi-
nally supposed to be an east-’

« webt conngetor between 1-85.

and I-485. It was also meant
to relieve traffic on I-85 by

" providing another way to get
- from - Gastonia to Charlotte

but shortfalls . in . fundmg
mean it will end at U.S. 321,

the initial leg. This is just-

south of Gastonia’s Brook-
wood * and  York-Chester
neighborhoods and it will not

connect to I-85 yntil later,'
. say officials, :

. The General Assembly
has only approved gap find-

ing for parkway constru¢tion "
“between U.S, 321 and I-485..
- Tuthpike officials say they

‘will securé funding to’com-
“plete the project to 1-85. So
far, total 'costs are estrmated
at $1 3 billion. -

It.is anticipated the state

will begin byying rights of
way for the project as soon as
bonds aré issued. The financ-
ing will be repard over 30 or
40 years with toll revenue

collected from drivers, say‘ .

leaders.

Plans for the Garden
Parkway have been dis-
cussed.-for some 20 years

"now. Officials w1th the Tirn-
plkc Authonty say ( construc— :

1i6n could begi by 2011 and

that the parkway could be

'e’ :

a rmxed group of fuends

farmly, and co-workers,
“We 16 not really ﬁom _

‘ Aparr of South Pomt stu— .

~dents found. time in- their
busy teenage lives to step-up

cancer efforts,

Senior . . Pamck‘
Brindle and Sophomore
Zach’ Lmeberger have beent
coming to Relay for two

years. Evén though a base-

ball game was playing in the

.nerghbormg field, Brindle.

said he couild support cancer
now and catoh the game later
- “You’ve got 'so many
people out here supporting -
cancer and fighting for it,”
said " Brindle,)  adding
he mlght watch.thé gamie on
the ‘county schools” televr-‘

sion channel. ‘
- Lineberger said *he Just

“ felt it was a good 1dea to par— o

ticipate. .
“Just to support a good

- cause and it’s fu.nto be here

he $aid,
Relay co- chalrs Ermly
Queen, Michelle Hendrix

and Teresa Whitesides wete
‘handed the baton to oversee .

the event this year. White-
sides was walking around
passing out colorful leis to
fellow team . members,

‘whose ‘Relay theme was h

luan. ,

. “Thig is great We wotked
so hard trying to get it ready.
There’s always those little
sfags but in the end it always
cories together and this is
wonderful”




